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After dusk when the stars appear, the bride-
groom has to point to the Arundati star near the
Vasishta star in the Sapta Rishi (or Great Bear)
constellation. He asks his bride to be as chaste as
Arundati, wife of Vasishta Rishi. He then points
to the Pole Star in the North and asks her to be as
steadfast as the pole star. The last is the Sesha
Homa during which the bridegroom prays to God
to shower His blessings on him and his wife and to
ward off all evil forces.

Much is made of horoscopes. The evil custom of
dowry   still persists in our society bringing
immense sufferings to the bride's father.

Too much consideration should not be paid to
horoscope. Other aspects such as health, edu-
cation, temperament, intelligence, charac-
ter and capacity to earn are important. Mental
agreement is the best. In these days of advanced
science the bride and the bridegroom undergo all
blood tests before marriage to find the suitability
for producing good off - springs. As for dowry
our Acharyas advise parents not to demand
dowry and to celebrate the marriage in a simple
way. But their advice falls on deaf ears of
parents. Young men should join together
and take a vow not to accept  dowry
either in cash or in kind.